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“It isn’t enough to talk about peace.
One must believe init. And it isn’t
enough to believe in it. One must
work at it.”

Eleanor Roosevelt
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Preface

| got acquainted with the project Cities of Peace by chance: Ruben
Elamiryan, one of my apprentices, met Dr. Ellen Frank during an
international forum, and presented the project to me.

| was impressed by the philosophy of the concept, its depth and high
esthetic value.

An idea to create a painting dedicated to Yerevan appeared almost
instantly: this was a year commemorating the Centennial of the Armenian
Genocide, to which | had a great inner call to contribute personally.

My wife has supported me and took over the organizing of the entire
project.

The realization of the project Cities of Peace and the creation of the
monumental painting Yerevan: To Know Wisdom was made possible by
the support of the honorary Armenians, whom | greatly thank: Arsen
Aghajanyan, Levon Arevshatyan, Ashot Baghdasaryan, Armen Darbinyan,
Movses Dzavaryan, Artur Janibekyan, Mushegh Mamikonyan, Mikayel
Minasyan, Gor Nahapetyan, Ruben Vardanyan.

My special thanks to Armine Antikyan for organizing the grand un veiling
ceremony.

Yerevan: To Know Wisdom is a unique tribute to the Armenian history
and culture, our hard-won but great heritage.

It will be exhibited worldwide together with the other paintings from
the collection Cities of Peace, thus glorifying the beauty of the Armenian
letters, scriptures and colours.

Good luck to this work, and may the fortune be with us!

Armen Darbinyan
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Introduction to Cities of Peace

Cities of Peace is a communications catalyst, architecting a new cultural
diplomacy. With participation by international interns, scholars and
experts from more than 20 countries, Cities of Peace includes gold-
illuminated paintings honoring the history and culture of world cities
that have suffered trauma and strife: Baghdad, Beijing, Hiroshima,
Jerusalem, Kabul, Lhasa, Monrovia, New York, and Sarajevo. In September
2015, we are presenting Cities of Peace at the European Union Peace
Research Association (EUPRA), Norway; meeting with German member
of Parliament, Berlin (Cities of Peace Commemorative Series: Honoring
Osviencim and the Liberation of Auschwitz); and the launch Cities of
Peace: Honoring Yerevan, Armenia at the Russian-Armenian (Slavonic)
University (RAU). Included in our are: Aleppo, Beirut, Belfast, Berlin,
Bujumbura, Damascus, Dresden, Kinshasa, Mogadishu, Phnom Penh,
Seoul, and St. Petersburg.

Cities of Peace strengthens through cooperation and activities:

* Collaborative reciprocal learning platforms

* Strategies promoting intercultural dialogue

* Interconnection to our shared humanity and heritage

* Advances mutual understanding and acknowledgment of world
cities and cultures

* Interfaces with youth groups, universities, museums, cultural cen-
ters, governments, and parliaments

Photos: Dr. Ellen Frank with interns from Armenia, Slovenia, Switzerland.




Lwfuwgsh JwuhU

fuwnwnnipjwl 2wnwpeltp bwfuwghép hwnnpnwygdwl fupwlhs nud Lk,
nph Uywuwnwylu £ wnwg pw2t Unp Jpwynipwiht nhjwlwghwnnignc:
fuwnwnniejwl Pwnwpelbp bwfuwgsh™ wydth pwl 20 Gpyphg Yudwynp
uygpniuplbpnd  w2fuwwnnn Uywphgubpp U thnpadwgbnubpp  unbnénud
U nuyny pruwqupnywé Lywputbp, npnup Ynswé Bu JGdwpbp gugnud,
nnpbpgnie)ntt b wwjpwn Jepwwpwé pwnuwplbphu b dowynyputphu™h
nGdu Pwnnwnh, MGyhuh, Jppnupdwih, Gpnuwntdh, Rwpnih, Lhwuwjh,
Unupndhwjh, UjnL3npph, Uwpwlngh b tplwlh: 2015p. ubwywnGdpbphl dtup
LuGpywjwgnptp Gup wnwnnpjwl Lwnwpeltpp Gypnwwywl Jhniejwl
fvwnwnnipjwl hGunwgnundwl wunghwghwjhl (European Union Peace Re-
search Association) LnpyGghwjnwd, hwunhwtp Gup Jwynyph W Jbnhwjh
gbpdwlwywl Juwrwywpwywl yndhinth (German Parliamentary Committee
of Culture and Media) UGpywjwgnighsubphU (fluwnwnnie wl Lwnwplbph
hnLpwjhUwpe™ hwpgqwuph wnncpe dwwnnigtinyg Oudtughuh nnpbpgniejwup
L Unwpdhgh wqwuwgpdwlp) U JGyuwpyt, Gup lwnwnnipjwl
pwnwpUtph hwgnpn LUwiuwghép, npp Utdwnnud £ 6REYULE: JGnwgquynid
Lwfuwwntunwd Bup pungnyt bwl htnljw) pwnwpeutpp™ Iwibw, PEjpNLE,
PG Swupr, PLphLu, Pnenudpnipw, “Ywdwuynu, nbgnbl, YhL2wuw,
Ungwnhzn, Mundwtl, Ukny, Uwlywn MEnGppnpg U wy:

fuwnwnniejwl 2wnwpeltp bwfuwghép hwdwgnpsdwygniejwl U
swdwiwé gnpéniltniejwl Jhgngny Lwwuwnned E.

o hwdwagnpéwygwjhl thnfuwnwné neuncdbwywl hwppwyutph
untnédwlp,

o Uhgd2wynLpwjhl Gpyrununcp)nilp fupwunn nwqdwywpniejwl
tnwnwédwlp,

o dwpnynipjwl dwnwlgniejwl Uhgywwwygywénipjwlp,

* thnfupdpnUdwlp U w2fuwphh pwnwputiph, dwynuputiph
Swluwgdwlp,

o Gphunwuwpnwywl fudptph, hwdwuwpwultph, pwlugwpwultph,
dwynipw)hl ygunnpnultph, YwnwywpniejnluuGph b
funphpnwpwultph Jhol hwdwagnpéwlgniejwln

Lywpubp® E6U Spwuyp 3wjwunwlh judwynpubph hbwn:

—




Yerevan: To Know Wisdom

Yerevan: To Know Wisdom celebrates Armenian ancient history, its multilayered
culture, unigue symbolism and, most of all, the Armenian alphabet with the
first sentence ever written in it: To know wisdom and guidance; to perceive
the words of insight (Solomon, Book of Proverbs 1:2)

Sacred themselves, letters were also numbers and musical notes; they
contributed to the preservation of the nation throughout the centuries,
helping to protect the Armenians from ethnocide. Envisioned as birds by the
alphabet’s creator, Mesrop Mashtots described the letters as “the wings for
the nation to fly into the future.”

Yerevan: To Know Wisdom repeats the alphabet 42 times, one line for each
letter. The audience joins the Armenians in viewing language as puzzle, as
meditation, as sacred, blinking with the discovery of each letter and finally
forming Mashtots’ sentence.

From the former capitals of Armenia clustered as spheres and decorated with
Armenian symbols to the Tree of Life, including the 1865 map of Yerevan that
inspired the architect Tamanian’s design for the new city, the hidden sacred
letter “E” meaning “Being” to the ornament with gilded texts in English from
Sasna Tsrer, Komitas and Parajanov — Yerevan: To Know Wisdom tells its own
story.

Dating back to Urartu, the god Khaldi hides among the symbolic apricot tree
leaves, moving us toward modern time. The thriving diaspora highlighted in
shades of gold announces to the world the presence of Armenians among us
all.
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Ellen Frank, Ph.D.

Artist, scholar, and writer, Ellen Frank has received many awards in
painting, book design, and scholarship including a Fulbright Fellowship,
National Endowment for the Arts, Ford Foundation Fellowship, Pollock-
Krasner Award in Painting, New York State Council on the Arts, and a
New York Foundation for the Arts grant.

Dr. Frank studied art history and connoisseurship at Yale University,
the Courtauld and Warburg Institutes, and holds an interdisciplinary
doctorate in English Literature and the Visual Arts from Stanford
University.

Dr. Frank was Assistant Professor of English Literature at UC Berkeley
where she co-designed and created the first interdisciplinary major
“Literature and the Visual Arts”; she was guest Associate Professor at
Barnard College and Rutgers University; Visiting Professor at School of
Visual Arts and Tyler School of Art. Her first book, Literary Architecture:
Essays Toward a Tradition (University of California Press), was awarded
the New York Institute for Graphic Arts 50 Best Books; Ronce & Coffin
Club Design Award; and “Best Book in 50 Years” by University of California
Press.

In 2005, Dr. Frank founded Ellen Frank lllumination Arts Foundation, Inc.,
a non-profit global organization dedicated to the transformative power
of art to build a culture of understanding and peace. Cities of Peace is its
primary initiative. As artistic director, Dr. Frank has trained artist-interns
from more than 20 countries, and unites scholars and experts to work
on its joint creations.
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CITIES OF PEACE YEREVAN 2015
ELLEN FRANK ILLUMINATION ARTS
FOUNDATION, Inc.

DALIA LANE FOUNDATION

EXPRESSES SINCERE GRATITUDE
TO:

OUR HONORARY SPONSORS
Arsen Aghajanyan
Levon Arevshatyan
Ashot Baghdasaryan
Armen Darbinyan
Movses Dzavaryan
Artur Janibekyan
Mushegh Mamikonyan
Mikayel Minasyan

Gor Nahapetyan
Ruben Vardanyan

OUR INTERNATIONAL SPONSORS
Golden Artist Colors, Inc., New
York, USA

Giusto Manetti Battiloro, Florence,
Italy

LIBECO Linen Weaving Mill,
Belgium

OUR ORGANISERS AND PARTNERS
RUSSIAN-ARMENIAN UNIVERSITY
ANTIKYAN GALLERY

STATE NATIONAL GALLERY

OPERA SUITE HOTEL
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OUR ARTISTS & INTERNS
Mariam Aleksanyan
Anna Avagyan

Lilit Bachachyan

Inessa Gharibyan
Gayane Ghazaryan
Arevik Grigoryan

Merine Hayrapetyan
Siranush Hovsepyan
Iness Karoyan

Ruben Malayan

Ani Manana Matevossian
Lilit Mirzoyan

Artur Muradyan

Lilit Sargsyan

Anna Sargsyan

Gayane Saroyan

Magi Shahbazyan
Alexandra Shahmuradyan
Ani Tarjumanyan

OUR EXECUTIVE ASSISTANTS
Nehama Grenimann Bauch (Israel,
Germany)

Ajda Mladenovic (Slovenia)

David Yeramyan (Armenia)

Masha Zmitek (Slovenia)

OUR CONSULTANTS
Aristakes Ghazinyan
Irina Gaiuk

Hasmik Gevorgyan
Ana Khachian



Lilit Meliksetyan
Shushanik Melik-Adamyan
Lilit Vardumyan
Irina Oznetsyan

OUR SUPPORT TEAM
Ruben Elamiryan

Iren Danielyan
Svetlana Hovhannisyan
Hripsime Margaryan
Ashot Martirosyan
Smbat Tumoyan

PRESS

Public Television of Armenia
Armnews TV

Armenia TV

Yerkir Media TV

Newspaper “Novoe Vremya’
Magazine “Im Yerevan”
Magazine “Yerevan”

Official website
Armeniangenocide100.org
CivilNet TV

Smartstory.ru
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ELLEN FRANK ILLUMINATION ARTS
FOUNDATION, Inc.

DALIA LANE FOUNDATION
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